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1 PERSONALITY OF PRINCE PHILIP 
 

1.1 Basic biographical data 

 

Prince Philip was born into the Greek royal family on the island of 

Corfu on 21st June 1921. He was the son of Prince Andrew of 

Greece and Denmark (1882-1944), the grandson of King George I 

of Greece (1845-1913) and the great-grandson of King Christian IX 

of Denmark (1818-1906). He had four older sisters. When he was 

only a year and a half old, his family was forced to leave Greece for 

political reasons. 

 

Prince Philip attended The Elms School in Paris, then the Cheam 

School in England, later the Schule Schloss Salem in Baden, then 

Gordonstoun School in Scotland, and finally the British Royal 

Naval College in Dartmouth, England. 

 

During World War II he served in the British Navy and took part in 

operations in the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean, Ceylon, Crete, 

the invasion of Sicily, and in the Pacific. After the war he continued 

to work in the army as an instructor. 

 

In 1946 he asked Princess Elizabeth for her hand in marriage, and 

on 20th November 1947 the couple was married at Westminster 

Abbey. He went on to spend more than seventy years with his wife. 

 

Prince Philip fulfilled his royal duties, excelled with his distinctive 

sense of humour and actively participated in public life. For 

example, he was chancellor of several British universities and 

patron of several hundred beneficial organizations. During his life 

he was bestowed with almost one hundred orders or other honours 

and sixteen honorary doctorates. 
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1.2 Titles 

 

Because Prince Philip was born into the Greek and Danish Royal 

families, he was entitled Prince of Greece and Prince of Denmark 

from birth. However, in July 1947 he renounced these titles shortly 

before the public announcement of his engagement to Princess 

Elizabeth. As a result, he lost his claim to the Greek and Danish 

thrones for himself and his descendants. 

 

On 19th November 1947 (the day before the wedding) he was 

granted the right to be addressed "His Royal Highness" (which 

otherwise belongs only to the princes of the royal family) by King 

George VI. 

 

On 20th November 1947 (the morning of the wedding) King George 

VI granted him three noble titles: Duke of Edinburgh, Earl of 

Merioneth and Baron Greenwich. 

 

Then, on 22nd February 1957, Queen Elizabeth II granted her 

husband the title of British prince1, which otherwise belongs only 

to selected persons born into the royal family. 

 

Since then, Prince Philipôs title has taken the following form: 

 

His Royal Highness 

Philip 

Prince of Great Britain 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Earl of Merioneth 

Baron Greenwich 

 

In practice, however, the most abbreviated form was the one used: 

His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 

 

 

                                                 
1 In full: Prince of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
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1.3 Heraldry 

 

As Prince of Greece and Denmark, Philip used the coat of arms that 

belonged to the entire Gl¿cksburg branch of the Oldenburg family, 

which sat on the Greek throne. After renouncing his claims to both 

of these thrones he was awarded a special personal coat-of-arms, a 

unique one in British heraldry, in 1949. 

 

The shield is squared and contains in the first and second fields the 

emblem of the Danish and Greek kings respectively, reflecting 

Prince Philipôs ancestry; however, the use of this fields after the 

Prince waived the relevant claims is not common. 

 

In third field is placed the coat of arms of the Mountbatten 

(originally Battenberg) family, of which Price Philipôs mother 

Alice (1885-1969) was a member. The use of this field is unusual, 

because after renouncing his royal claims he adopted the motherËs 

family name as his surname, but by this did not lead to him 

becoming part of his motherôs house. 

 

In the fourth field is the emblem of Edinburgh, i.e. the dignity 

granted to Prince Philip. However, within the Royal Family, it is 

unusual to use arms referring to titles awarded. Members usually 

differentiate the coats-of-arms of British kings by specific signs. 

 

Another interesting fact is that the Prince's coat of arms does not 

include the Oldenburg family's own shield. 

 

The entire coat-of-arms of Prince Philip may be surmounted by a 

ducal crown as worn by British princes of the Royal Family and a 

gold helmet with gold and ermine covers otherwise reserved solely 

to British rulers and their successors in a direct line to the throne. 

The shield bearers are taken from the Greek (wild man) and 

Battenberg (golden lion) coats-of-arms. The Prince's personal 

motto is God is my help. 
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1.4 Ancestors of Prince Philip 

 

Prince Philip is descended from many royal dynasties. If we look 

at his ancestors up to the sixth generation, which is contained in the 

following family tree, we find interrelated people already within the 

first few generations, most often represented by persons from the 

dynasties of Oldenburg (highlighted in blue in the following 

scheme), Hesse (orange), Wettin (green) and Hannover (red). 

Members of the Battenberg family, which is a morganatic branch 

of the House of Hesse, are then marked in light orange. 

 

Due to the ancestral kinship of Prince Philip, their number is 

reduced already in the fourth generation. Prince Philip thus has 2 

parents, 4 grandparents and 8 great-grandparents, but only 14 

ancestors in the 4th generation (compared to the 16 in the model), 

28 ancestors in the 5th generation (compared to the 32 in the model) 

and 43 ancestors in the 6th generation (compared to the 64 in the 

model). But in this generation of ancestors, too, we can find 

members of recurring families or even several siblings (sibling 

relations are marked with coloured bolts in the scheme). 
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Diagram No. 1 ï AncestorsË pedigree of Prince Philip 
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Diagram No. 2 ï Nearest family ï Current ruling descendants of 

Christian IX 
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2 The original family of Prince Philip 
 

2.1 Father's family ï Oldenburg dynasty 

 

The first king of the Oldenburg family was Christian I (1425-1481), 

who ruled as King of Denmark, Norway and Sweden. Of the many 

branches of his descendants, the following three are important to 

us, which are also illustrated in the following Diagram No. 3. 

 

The primogeniture of the family continued to rule in Denmark and 

Norway until 1863, when it died out. The second branch of the 

Oldenburg family are the Dukes of Schleswig-Holstein, who are 

still pretenders to their duchy. The younger line of this branch, 

starting with Christian XI (1818-1906), inherited a claim to the 

Danish throne after the death of King Frederick VII (1808-1863). 

This line was subsequently divided into the current three separate 

families ruling in Denmark (Queen Margaret II), Norway (King 

Harald V) and Greece (former King Constantine II). Prince Philip 

also descends from this Greek part of the family. The third 

important branch are Dukes of Holstein-Gottorp. Its first line, 

descending from Peter I (1728-1762), inherited the throne of the 

Russian Empire, which they ruled until 1918. Four other members 

of the younger line ruled as Kings of Sweden, and representatives 

of the current line of this branch ruled as Grand Dukes in 

Oldenburg, to which they are still pretenders. 

 

Diagram No. 2 on the opposite page shows the monarchs or 

pretenders most closely related to Prince Philip. We can see that, in 

addition to the previously mentioned current rulers, Prince Philip 

was also closely related to King Philip VI of Spain or to the 

pretenders to the throne of Hanover (Prince Ernest August) and 

Baden (Prince Maximilian). Almost all of these persons are the 

great-grandchildren of Christian IX, as is Queen Elizabeth II too, 

meaning that Prince Philip was a distant uncle to them. 
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 Diagram No. 3 ï Oldenburgs on the thrones of Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


