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1 PERSONALITY OF PHEIREILIP

1.1Basic biographical data

Prince Philip was bormto the Greek royal familgn the island of
Corfu on 21 June 1921. He was the son of Prince Andrew of
Greece and Denmark (188344), the grandson of King George |
of Greecg18451913) and the gregfrandson of King Christian IX

of Denmark (1818.906). He had four older sisters. When he was
only a year and a half old, his famas forcedo leave Greece for
political reasons.

Prince Philip attended The Elms School in Batien the Cheam
School in England, later the Schule Bgs Salem in Baden, then
Gordonstoun School in Scotland, and finally the BritRbyal
NavalCollegein Dartmouth, England.

During World War Il he served in the British Navy and took part in
operations in the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean, Ceylorg,Cret
theinvasion of Sicilyandin the Pacific. After the war he continued
to work in the army as an instructor.

In 1946 heaskedPrincess Elizabetfor her hand in marriagend
on 20" November 1947%he couple wasnarried at Westminster
Abbey.He went orto spendnore than seventy years with his wife

Prince Philip fulfilled his royal duties, excelledth hisdistinctive
sense ofhumaur and actively participated in public lifézor
example, B was chancellor of several British universitiaad
patron ofseverahundred beneficial organizations. During his life
hewas bestowed withlmost one hundred orders or other haso
and sixteen honorary doctorates.



1.2 Titles

Because Prince Philip was born into the Greek and Danish Royal
families he was entitledrince of Greece and Prince of Denmark
from birth. However, in July 1947 he renounced these titles shortly
before the public announcement of his engagement to Princess
Elizabeth. As a result, he lokts claim to the Greek and Danish
thrones for himselfrad his descendast

On 19" November 1947the day before the weddindpe was
granted the right to be addressed "His Royal Highnéshich
otherwise belongs only to the princes of the royal fgnyKing
George VI.

On 20" November 1947thiemorningof the weddingKing George
VI granted him three noble title®uke of Edinburgh Earl of
MerionethandBaron Greenwich

Then on 229 February 1957 Queen Elizabeth Igranted her
husband the title dBritish princé, which otherwise belongs only
to seleted persons borntimthe royal family.

Since then, Prince Philips has takenehe following form:

His Royal Highness
Philip
Prince of Great Britain
Duke of Edinburgh
Earl of Merioneth
Baron Greenwich

In practice, however, the most abbrevidi@un wasthe oneused:
His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.

L In full: Prince of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
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1.3Heraldy

As Prince of Greece and Denmg#kilip used the coat of arms that
bel onged t o shutyeranehmotthe Oleentiiiig famiky
which saton the Greek throne. After renouncing his claims to both
of these thrones he was awarded a special persoatdf-arms, a
unigue one in British heraldrin 1949.

The shield is squared and contains in the first and second fields the
emblem of the Danis and Greek kingsespectively reflecting
Prince Phili® s a n bowvevér,rthe juse dhis fields after the
Prince waived the relevant claims is not common.

In third field is placed the coat of arms of the Mountbatten
(originally Battenbergy family, of whichPr i ce Phi | i p ¢
Alice (18851969)was a membeiThe use of this field is unusyal
because after renouncihds royal claimsheadopted thenot he r E.
family nameas his surnamehut by thisdid not lead to him
beconing part ofhis mothe® bBouse

In the fourth field is the emblem of Edinburgh.ei the dignity
granted to Prince Philip. However, within tReyal Family, it is
unusualto use arms referring to titles awardedVlembersusually
differentiatethe coas-of-arms of British kingdy spediic signs

Another interesting fact is that tii&ince's coat of arms does not
include the Oldenburg family's own shield.

The entire coatof-arns of Prince Philip may be surmounted by a
ducal crowmasworn by British princes of thRoyal Family and a
gold helmet with goldndermine coverstherwisereservedolely

to British rulers and their successors in a direct line to tfumeh
The dield bearers ar¢aken fromthe Greek (ild marn) and
Battenberg dolden lior) coas-of-arms. ThePrince's persoria
mottois God is my help
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1.4 Ancestors of Prince Philip

Prince Philipis descendeffom many royal dynasties. If we look
at his ancestors up thesixth generation, which is contained in the
following family tree we find interrelateg@eoplealready wittn the
first few generationsmost often represented by persons from the
dynasties b Oldenburg kighlighted in blue in the following
schemg Hesse d¢range, Wettin @reer) and Hannover réd).
Members of the Battenberg family, whichasnorganaticoranch

of theHouse ofHesse, are then marked in light orange.

Due to the ancestral kinship of Prince Philip, their number
reducedalready inthe fourth generation. Prince Philip thus has 2
parents, 4 grandparents and 8 ggraindparents, but only 14
ancestors in thegeneration ¢ompared to the 1t the mode),

28 ancestors in thé"generationdompared to the 3@ themode)
and 43 ancestors in th& §eneration ¢ompared to th&4 in the
mode). But in this generation of ancestorto, we can find
members of recurrindamilies or even several siblisg(sibling
relationsare marked with colared bolts in theschemg
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DiagramNo.1i Ancest or sE pedigree
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DiagramNo. 2i Nearest family Current ruling descendants

Christian I1X
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2 The original family of Prince Philip
2.1 Father's familyi Oldenburg dynasty

The first king of the Oldenburg family was Christian | (14281),

who ruled as King of Denmark, Norway and Swedenth®many
branches of his descendants, the following three are important to
us, which are also illusated in the followinddiagramNo. 3.

The primogeniture of the family continued to rule in Denmark and
Norway until 1863, when it died out. The secdmdnchof the
Oldenburg familyare the Dukes of SchleswiHolstein, who are
still pretendes to their duchy.The younger line of this branc¢h
starting with Christian Xl (1818906) inheriteda claim to the
Danish throneafter the death of King Frederick VII (180863).
This line was subsequently divided into the current three separate
families ruling in Denmark Queen Margaret ), Norway King
Harald V) and Greecefgrmer King Constantine )I Prince Philip
also descendsfrom this Greek part othe family. The third
important branchare Dukes of HolsteirGottorp. Its first ling
descendingrom Peer | (17281762) inheritedthe throne of the
Russian Empirewhichtheyruled until 1918. Four other members
of the younger line ruled a&ings of Sweden and representatives
of the current line of this branch ruled as Grand Dukes in
Oldenburg to whichthey arestill pretendes.

Diagram No. 2 on the opposite page shows the monarchs or
pretendes most closely relatetb Prince Philip. We can see thiat
addition to thepreviouslymentioned current rulers, Prince Philip
was also clodg relatedto King Philip VI of Spain or to the
pretendes to the throne of HanoverPfince Ernest Augustand
Baden Prince Maximiliar). Almost dl of thesepersonsare the
greatgrandchildren of Christian IXasis Queen Elizabeth Hoo,
meaning thaPrince Philip wasdistant unclgo them.
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DiagramNo. 371 Oldenburgs orthe thrones oEurope
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